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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The diagnosis of contagious pleuro-pneumonia has 








| Whilst it is a matter of very little importance whether 
Mr. Bowhill’s pictures are of value in determining 
_whether one represents pleuro-pneumonia and the 


often been acknowledged as a difficult matter dur- , ther does not, it is of the greatest importance that 


ing the life vf the patient. Even on post-mortem | 


examination of the lungs we can imagine cases in 
which the structural changes are so slightly marked 
as to give rise to some hesitation. | When, how- 
ever, definite changes have taken place there can be 
very little doubt as to whether they are due to 
broncho-pneumonia or to the specific pneumonia 


which we recognise as a contagious disease. We | 


believe a septic pneumonia has been produced, by 
direct inoculation into the lung, which exhibits all 
the changes of the contagious disease of cattle, but this 
may be safely regarded as a condition only arising 
in the laboratory. Practically we have only to 
distinguish between broncho-pneumonia and specific 
pneumonia. Here the microscope is of use, as it 
enables us to more clearly see the catarrhal pro- 
ducts which exist in broncho-pneumonia, but which 


do not exist in the specific disease. The expert | 


microscopist ought to be able to detect this 
difference, but unfortunately the microscope is a 
convenient instrument which enables its manipulator 
to see, with too great facility, what he wishes. The 
microscope is also an instrument which requires 
much training and constant practice before it affords 
reliable information tu any one using it. A good 
section of a good specimen is clear evidence of the 
tissue changes, aud to those who know is indicative 
of the pathology. A micro-photograph may or 
may not reproduce all that can be seen under the 
microscope, but in the printing from the negative 
every thing may be obscured and a picture produced 
which is of no value whatever. 

Mr. Bowhill, of Darlington, was kind enough to 
send us two micro-photographs which he described 
as representing (1) a section of contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia, (2) a section of some other disease. 
Out of courtesy to Mr. Bowhill we refrained from 
expressing any opinion on them except to say that 
they could not be accepted as proof of any patho- 
logical condition. They were so indistinct and 
blurred as to be useless. Mr. Bowhill seems to be 
annoyed that we did not accept his “ proofs” and 
has written a letter to another journal asking for an 
opinion on his works of art. We hope he is now 
satisfied and we can assure him we concur in every 
word of our contemporary’s opinion—“ So far as can 
be judged from the micro-photographs forwarded, 
the two conditions represented are very dissimilar.” 
This does not prevent us adding that either or both 
may or may not have been taken from a specimen of 
contagious pleuro-pneumonia 


a positive decision should be arrived at as to the 
nature of the lung disease discovered in American 
live-stock landed in this country. The Inspector 
at Deptford—a Veterinarian of large exprrience 

undoubtedly believed he discovered pleuro-pneu- 
-monia in the lungs of an imported animal. His 
Opinion was accepted as correct by the Board of 
| Agriculture after examination of the lungs by their 
Veterinary advisers. This opinion ought to be final, 
land practically it is so, but a very serious agitation 
| may be based upon it. The American Government 
very naturally wish te send us their superfluous 
cattle and to import them with as little obstruction 
|to the trade as possible. It is believed that conta- 
gious pleuro-pneumonia exists in the United States, 
and our Government very properly declines to ad- 
| mit their cattle except for immediate slaughter, In 
a weak moment the British Authorities permitted 
the American Government to appoint American in- 


spectors to examine their imported cattle in our 
ports, and of course the whole raison d’étre of these 
inspectors is to prove that pleuro-pneumoniais never 
‘found in any cargo. The Deptford disease which 


,  } ° 
| we accept as contazious pleuro-pnenmonia is said by 


‘the American inspectors to be merely broncho- 
| pneumonia, and in this diagnosis they are supported 
by Professor Williams and Mr, Bowhill. We have 
‘not seen the lungs nor any sections of them, and 
| therefore have no opinion on the matter. We simply 
hold that the weight of evidence is as yet distinctly 
on the side of our own inspectors, and we look for- 
| ward to the production of further evidence 80 as to 
settle the question positively. When Mr. Bowhill 
‘credits us with “ making the observation that minute 
morbid anatomy—as demonstrated by careful micro- 
'scopie work and photo-micrographs produced there- 
'from—is of no value in determining the nature of 
disease” he goes far beyond the truth, uninten- 
‘tionally we hope. 


One of the first things the majority of our readers look 
at is the reports of interesting cases sent us by practi- 
tioners. For some weeks the supply has been scant, 
and we therefore appeal to all those who read to also 
write, One good turn deserves another—and the con- 
tributor who supplies a case of interest deserves to have 
| the opportunity of reading and criticising a case reported 
| by someone else. Running a weekly journal for the pro- 
fession entails a good deal of work which we perform with 
pleasure. It is obvious that we cannot contribute one or 
| two “cases” every week, and we hope not to ask in vain for 





assistance from our readers. Bis dat qui cito dat. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


HYDROTHORAX AND PYOTHORAX, 
By Haroxp Leenery, M.R.C.V.S., New Bond-st., W. 


Encouraged by the favourable reception of my 
imperfectly recounted cases on former occasions I 
. now send a few notes on two dog cases. Like man 
other busy practitioners 1 promise myself that such 
cases shall be put before your readers in a worthy 
manner, after a microscopic examination and, if the 
truth must all be told, a reference to the medical 
dictionary, but it ends usually in asking your readers 
to accept the bare outlines and to fill in the picture 
for themselves. 

Case I.—In the beginning of February last I was 
called to see a collie dog whose nurse described him 
as “breathing nineteen to the dozen.” Ifound him 
—the dog I mean— in very great distress, the corded 
flank and outline of ribs clearly seen and never to 
be forgotten in such cases; and came to the con- 
clusion that a vast quantity of fluid must be in the 
thoracic cavity and some outlet not provided by 
nature would have to be found by art. Accordingly 
I proposed an operation which I believe is called 
Paracentesis Thoracis (learned juniors! your pardon 
if I’m wrong) but had to postpone the performance 
till’the owner, who was at Nice, could be communi- 
cated with. On receiving her reply next morning 
I visited the sad dog, whose ears were ‘pendulous 
and countenance haggard, his respiration too snatchy 
to be counted or even described ; he was sitting on 
his haunches, his front legs apart, and every moment 
seemed likely to end his career, because if he had 
once fallen he would have died; this he seemed to 
know perfectly well but was getting rather in- 
different as to the consequences. To give him 
an anesthetic would of course have been only 
a happy dispatch under these circumstances, so 
I had him propped up by two lusty fellows, and 
plunged a big trochar between his ribs—the 8th and 
9th intercostal space. As soon as the trochar was 
withdrawn, the sero-sanguineous fluid poured out 
about three feet before reaching the ground, so great 
was the force, a force greatly increased at each ex- 
piration. 230z. of fluid was collected in a basin 
besides what was distributed over a new coat, the 
assistants and furniture generally. I should have 
said that this quantity was not all taken from one 
side. I very much regret being unable properly to 
describe this fluid, but speaking generally it was 
more like serum while in the other case 1 shall re- 
late it was more like pus. Before the operation was 
finished the patient fainted, and we thought must be 
dead, but brandy and artificial respiration brought 
him round again, and for the first time for several 
days and nights he laid down and slept profoundly 
fornine or ten hours. In the evening I found him very 
sober but vastly better, and he continued to im- 
prove till the third day when the old symptoms re- 
turned, and I punctured him again with all the 
same results except that the amount of fluid was not 
so great (mug upset and not measured) and he did 








not collapse, but showed the basest ingratitude 
thronghout the performance. The relief obtained 
was quite as marked and the progress rapid for four 
days, when he began to fil] again, and at the end of 
seven days I tapped him again, getting 12o0z. of 
fluid of the same character as at first. From that time 
to this (June 10th) he has had no trouble but gallops 
about like any cattle collie to the manner born. 


Case II.—This is a greyhound four or five years 


Y | old, possibly more—he was brought to me with a 


very slight cough, the flanks corded and ribs hav- 
ing the appearance of the skin being too tight for 
them. He had been under treatment of a “ gen- 
tleman of the fancy ” who had tried castor oil and 
syrup of buckthorn. and syrup of buckthorn and 
castor oil, and finding his materia medica exhausted 
had proposed to call in another eminent practitioner 
for consultation. This was not done, however, 
and when 1 met him subsequently he was suffering 
acutely from wounded amour propre. Not to occupy 
too much of your space, let me briefly state that 
when this dog was punctured (Feb. 15th, 1891) 
there spurted out a large quantity of abominably 
foetid matter, such as one finds in ‘the abscesses of 
cattle, not what Professor Simonds would call “ lau- 
dable pus ”—nor serum, but a stinking go-between. 
This patient was so violent that no attempt was 
made to measure the fluid which was distributed 
impartially over all who took part in the perfor- 
mance—I should guess there was 30 oz. or even 
more—necessity compelled a recourse to the opera- 
tion in three days; again after another seven days ; 
then after a fortnight ; and now after about 9 weeks. 
After the last operation he ate a heavy meal of 
meat and trotted away like the jolliest of jolly 
dogs. Query, how long will he go this time? 

Now Sir I suppose the first case was genuine 
pleurisy with an abnormally large quantity of 
effused fluid, and the second an abscess! but from 
what cause ?—is there a needle. pin, tintack, 
splinter of bone or what can have got into his 
chest; and will it ever become encysted, or will it 
persist in re-forming matter, and if so will it form 
more and more slowly till his chequered career 1s 
ended in some other way? Our doggy Vets. do 
not often favor us with notes of cases, and it might 
interest others besides the writer to know if many 
similar cases have occurred. 


ANNUAL REGISTRATION. 





In Mr. Malcolm’s thoughtful paper he refers to 
the proposal to enforce upon every practitioner the 
duty of annual registration with the payment of an 
annual fee. He well says ‘“ unless there be some 
apparent benefit to follow. few will appreciate its 
introduction.” Up to the present time no one has 
suggested any single benefit or advantage that will 
accrue, and the profession has not, either in 1ts 
periodicals or through its Sucieties. expressed its 
slightest wish for such a change. It is hard to see 
what benefit can possibly follow a new regulation 
which forces each member, no matter in what part 
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of the world he may be, to apply every year for 
- registration. Of course any po ‘tailing. to apply Royal College 
would have his name removed from the Register— of Vete rinarp Surgeons. 
a proceeding which at once prevents him claiming 
fees or recovering professional charges. Section 17 
of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act says “ Froni and) NEW MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION. 
after the same day (Dec. 31st, 1883) a person other — 
than as in this section (i.e. on the Register of Veter-| At a meeting of the Court of Examiners, held in 
inary Surgeons) shall not be entitled to recover in| London on and between May 19th and 23rd, 1891, 
any court any fee or charge for performing any | the following students from the Royal Veterinary 
veterinary operation or for giving any veterinary | College passed their examination. and were ad- 
attendance or advice, &c.” Illness, absence from | mitted members of the profession :— 
home or forggtfulness are not very serious faults, and . F.J. Boyle, Ballymoney, Co, Antrim 
yet any one of them might under the proposed rule F. H. Potts, Cambridge 
put a professional man for a whole year outside of F. B. Ditmas, National Club, 8.W. 
all the privileges conferred upon him by Act of J. G, Stanley Clarke, Brighton 
Parliament and by Charter. Well may Mr. Malcolm A. H. Jones, Abergavenny 
say ‘ few will appreciate the change without some - — Davis, Oakley Square, N.W. 
apparent benefit to follow.” The objections are very T W. ag oe rageaa 
apparent, and no one has yet indicated any benefit H.W pg West Croydon 
except the possibility that the Royal College might A.S. Westworth, Limehouse, E. 
go to the expense and risk of establishing a circulat- W. H. James, Frome, Somerset 
ing library. Of course the College might ask for T. A. Ford, Antigua, West Indies - 
powers to run a library or any other institution use- W. W. Grasby, Daventry, Northampton. 
ful to its members. but the expense and trouble of G. H. Williams, West Drayton 


such matters are hardly what our collective body o > jou wee Norfolk 


may properly be expected to undertake. J. W. Reynolds, Eisguch, Moravia, Austria 
There is one objection to the scheme which | think W. R. Mills, South Croydon 
fatal. The Reyister formed under the Act of 1881 A. England, Leeds 
contains two lists—one of M.R.U.V.S. and one of F. W. Wilson, Berkhampstead 
Registered Practitioners. Both these lists of men A. E. Bayley, Camden Town, N.W. 
call themselves veterinary surgeons and recover fees 4 See, Coane Inshi 
in a court of law solely by right of their appearance ca. + "Ree Wales verve 
on the Register. The members may make laws to Mr HB Ki ‘cht Mr W.W Dobbines * 
worry themselves as much as they like, but they can- hg Oe ~ oa 
not by charter or rule alter the status of the registered ” §. E. Shacklock ” MM. T. Sadler 
practitioner. If we enforce an annual registration | »  W.A. Stanway 
we simply put ourselves in a worse position than the These have not yet complied with the rules of the College. 
registered practitioner who when once enrolled has 
no more trouble or bother to maintain his legal 
position. An annual registration provides for no 
notice—no reminder of the lapse of time. Every | Mr. G. Pomery | Mr. A. L. Wilson 
year we should each have to write the Registrar = ae G. A. Hewitt 
. : . A. Prudames T. W. Lloyd 
enclosing a fee, or our forgetfulness would be | AG Grist a7 Beaten 
followed by legal effacement. } H. E. Passmore H. G. Westgate 
Perhaps it may be said that the severity and | T. H. Ward W. T. Broad 
_ gravity of the penalty for forgetfulness would make | W. Thompson * J. R. Young 
every member take an extra interest in his profession. | J. W. Lamb * A. Blake — 
No doubt it wonld—but would that interest be of | oe | ! ‘ — 
the right sort? Does the aunual registration and | prone os oe 
fee which the national government exacts as income | Robertson J. W. Pritchard 


. 9 | . Hunt ©, J. Reakes 
tax foster any kindly interest in the government? | . 


—————_—_  -—_— 


” 





The following students passed their second 
examination :— 


. ; ; tapley, t | H. G, Tidey 
This however is not exacted without warning and 


W 
T 
F, 
G. 
WwW 
8 
T. Maynard T. L. Clunes 
time. Notice is given and application is made before Ss. S. 
E, 
S. 
M 


Broad * H. F. Downe 
Batt H. W. Dollar 


Leonard R. Youngs 
Dixon » K.T. Ring 


Mr. J. T. Priestner. 


Cor Bono? The following students passed their first ex- 
amination :-— 


T. 
W. 
T. 
E. 
W. 
W. 
A. 


T 
8 
any penalty is inflicted for negligence. We propose 
to give no notice, no warning; to enforce a penalty H 
for neglect, and to cause worry and annoyance with- E 
out the smallest apparent benefit 





ARTIFICIAL QuininE.—The synthesis of quinine has ; ' 
long been a desideratum,and now, thanks to M. Grimaux | Mr. A. A. Ewin Mr. G. R. Hollings 
of the Ecole Polytechnique, and M. Arnaud, of the Musé G. R. Stallard » ©. Beadnell 
@Histoire Naturelle) the chemical dream has been T. B. Bindloss »  P. Shepherd 
realised. The uct is absolutely identical with the F. J. Thornton — 2 W. G. Hodgins 
quinine with which we are familiar. H.H. Whitlamsmitht J, O’Rourki 


A, ae i i Med Me 4 


(le 























4) 
Nd 
_ 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





Fune 13, 18Q1. 








F 





sess’ 








T W. Carr * 
A. H. Towne 

H. Custance 

8. L. Ste _— 

A. C. Wi + 
J. B. Low 

R. J. G. Voisin 
F. Wooff 

A. H. Job * 
W. Newman 

A. H. arent 

J. T. Carte 

H. J. Parkyu 

F. W. Carless * 


” 


'N. Tomlinsou 
F. G. White 

F. Brain 
Crowhurst 

. H. Harris 

. C. Seldon 

. H. Delacherois * 
. McC, Hunt 

. H. Parr 

. W. Davie 

. W. Billinghurst + 


ROBO NWO EY 


Mr. B. Franklin * 
Marked thus * passed with great credit. 


” ” ” 


” 


very great credit. 


Arrnur W. Hitz, Secretary. 






























New CoLLeGe— 


FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 


At a Meeting of the Board of Examiners held in 
Edinburgh on May 28th—Mr. 
M.R.C.V.S., Darlington, passed the examination for 
this degree and was admitted a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Thomas _ Bowhill, 


R. Ruruerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. 
Secretary to Board of Examiners. 


At Meetings of the Board of Examiners held in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow on and between May 25th 
and June 2nd, the following gentlemen passed their 
final examination and were admitted Members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Guiascow VETERINARY CoLLEGE— 


Mi. J. Abbott. Leytonstone, Essex 
»  W. Ledger, Lisnaskea, Fermanagh 
» J.A. Jordan, Belfast 
» 8. C. Pottie, Sydney, N.S. W. 
» ©. Seely, Lincoln 


” 


Mr. 


” 


» J.B. Crone * 
»  T.Condon, 


G. Best, 


” 


” 
» J. Garvie, 


J. Henderson, 
» J. W. Hewson, 
» A. Johnstone, 
J. W. Nolans, 

A. Pottie, 
W. Pye, 

W. Sturdy, 


” 


” 
” 
” 
> 


Mr. L. Brown, 
»  W. Bushnell, 


”? 
”? 


W. S. Lamount, 
» J. M. Maxwell, 


»  H.E. Richardson, 


»  W. Westgate 
» A. H. Spinks 
» 4. Fern 

»  D. Leonard 


W. H. Wilkinson, 
Dick CoLLEGE— 


Flint. 


Malton, Yorkshire 
A. Burnfield, Stanley, Perthshire 
Newcastle 
Limerick 
C. Carrick, Limerick 
G. F. Ferguson, Gateshead 
Kinclaven, Perthshire 
Edinburgh 
Wigton 
Aberdeen 
Ballycanew, Wexford 
Paisley 
Wolverhampton 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln. 


Coleraine, Derry 
Abergele 

R. Eaglesham, Inveresk, Edinburgh 
C. Haywood, Twycross, ‘Leicester 


Granshaw Mills, Down 


Kirkeubbin, Down. 


Hull 





The following gentlemen passed their Second 


Examination ; — 
Dick CoLLEGE— 


Mr. G. G. Ashe 
»  W. Blanshaw 
» KR. Beilby 
T. Durie 
P. J. Dardis, 
W. J. Doyle 
R. W. Hannery 
E. Griffiths 
C. Hey 
T. G. Heatley 
» RK. Hyde 
» J. Jones 
P. Kearney 
» 9d. Little 


New CoLLEGE— 
Mr. A. W. Anderton 


. 0. C. Bradley 
T. Copeland 
. Dawson 


” A. 
” Ww. 
as 
J. A. Evans 
A. P. Gribbins 


” 
” 


~ 


* 


Giascow CoLLEGE— 


Mr. 


” 
” 
” 
” 


D. Hamilton 
R. Aitkenhead 
R. Ward 


W. Crowley 
D. Lochead 
W. Galloway 
H. McConnell 


” 
” 
” 


W. D. Robertson 





Mr. 


F. McRoberts 

A. McFarlane * 
C. R. Neale + 
A. P. Ord 
W. Robertson * 
G. W. Sturgess 

L. Smith 

. Stordy 


. Tufts 
. Taylor 
. R. Threlkeld 


ee) 
° 
— 
Q 
@ 
i=} 
* 


J. Furniss 

A. McNairn t 
W. Dawson * 
G. Stewart * 
G. Irvine * 


The following gentlemen passed their Firsi 


Examinations ;-— 


Dick CoLLEGE— 
Mr. 


. C. Campbell 
. J. Conroy 
. Dickie 

. E. Elkins 
. Flood 


. Harry 
. Henderson 

. T. Hewitson 
. C. Jagger 

. A. Johustone 
K 


eadt hyo imboee 


. McPherson 
J. A. Mathieson 


New CoLLEGE— 
Mr. O. T. Archer 
J. R. Baillie 
H. G. Bowes 
F. Douthwaite 
H. B. Elliott 
. J. Farr 
Gibson 
Gillespie 

Hall 
Hamilton 


. E. 
.H. 
. Ww. 
| 
. Hutchinson 


% % Hb % 





Mr. 


” 
” 


P. Maher 

J. 8S. Mellish 

J. Miller 

R. McGregor . 
C. Neill 

C. E. Norgate 

O. A. O’Neil * 
W. Paley 

. O. Purves 

i. Pierse 

. Panton 

. Robertson 
_M. Roche 

. W. Russell 

. P. Slidders 

. D. Stewart t 
Trotter 

. J. Vahey . 
. Waugh 

. Wilson, t 
White 


.H. 
. F. Lynch ° 
. S. Malone 
R. Mulcahy * 
. O'Donnell 
. Peech 
. Scott 
F. H. Shore 
H. W. Southall 
F. W. Smith t 
Toone, 

RVC. London 


oa 


ASPs Pe A tig EE aac 


oH 








Fune 13, 1891 


Giascow CoLLEGE— 
._Mr. R. Margrave 
J. Magee 
A. Walls 
H. O. Boyle 
H. McCartney 
8. B. Clode 
A. McDougall, 
Marked thus * passed with great credit. 

, ee » very great credit. 


R. Ruruerrorp, F.R.C.V §, 
Secretary to Board of Examiners. 


Mr. 


” 


J. Paton 

J. Steel 

J. Kerrigan 
H. Davies 
R. Moore 
D. Stirling 


” 
” 
” 
” 


” 
n 


” ” 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND, V.M.A. 


A Special Meeting of the above was held at the | 


County Hotel, Newcastle. on Friday last, 5th inst., 
to consider the question of the sending of delegates to 
the forthcoming Congress of Hygiene and Demo- 
graphy to be held in London. A sum of Five 
Pounds was voted to the funds of the Congress, and 
the follow:ng gentlemen were appointed delegates 
from this Association :— 

Mr. A, Hounrer 
W. Asuton Hancock 
J. B. Nisser. 


W. Asuron Hancock, 
Secretary. 


? 


2? 


THE CENTRAL 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


At an Ordinary General Meeting held atthe First 
Avenue Hotel, Holborn, on Thursday, May 7th, 1891. 
Mr. F. G. Samson, the President was in the chair, and 
there were present the following Fellows. Mr. Jas. 
Broad, Dr. G. Fleming, Messrs. Gregory, Gostling, 
Kendall, Mabon, McOnie, Prudames, Raymond, Rickards 
Rogers, Roots, Rogerson, Sheather, Wright, and Willis. 
Mr, Gostling acted as Secretary. 

Minutes were read and confirmed; and a letter was 
read from Mr. Villar. 

{ \Prof. Penserruy and Mr. F. Ducx,A.V.D., were elected 
Fellows. 

Mr. Raymonp proposed, and Mr. Gostling seconded, 
“That this Society expresses its sincere regret at the 
resignation of Mr, Sipngey Viiuar from the Hon. Secre- 
taryship of the Society. This was unanimously 
agreed to. 

Mr. Raymonp proposed, and Mr. SHEATHER seconded 
“ That this Society accepts with sincere regret the resig- 
nation of Mr. Smngy ViLuaxr of his office of Hon. Sec. 
This was also to unanimously. 

Mr. Raymonp moved “ That this Society records its 
best thanks to Mr. Vixuax for the efficient way in which 
he has carried out his duties.” Mr. Sheather seconded 
the motion, which was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. RayMonp next proposed “That the Council be 
requested to vote a sum of money sufficient to present 
their thanks to Mr. Viniar on vellum.” Mr. SHEATHER 
seconded the motion, which was also unanimously 
carried, 

Mr, Roots proposed that Mr. Roasrs be asked to 
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accept the Hon. Secretaryship of the Society, Mr. 
RayMonp seconded the motion. 

Mr. Rogers having assented the resolution was 
agreed to unanimously, and Mr. Rogers thanked the 


Society for his election. 


DOES MENIERE’S DISEASE OCCUR IN HORSES? 
| By Grorcr Femina, C.B., LL.D., F.R.C.V.S. 


We know but little of the neurotic disorders of the 





domesticated animals, and are probably correct in in- 
| ferring that they are very few in number, as compared 
| with those affecting mankind. To account for this 
| difference, we might invoke the extremely artificial life 
| imposed upon our species, and especially upon dwellers 
|in large towns; the highly-developed state of the ner- 
| Vous system ; and the strain—mental particularly—to 
|which it is subjected ; the deteriorating effects of cer- 
| tain morbid conditions upon it—chiefly those due to 
Syphilis, Alcoholism, and Gout—as predisposing, if not 
| immediately exciting, causes of various neuroses of a 
| more or less serious character which find a prominent 
| place in text-books on human pathology. Mental 
| diseases veterinary surgeons have seldom indeed to 
contend with in animals, unless it be vicious temper, 
|due to mismanagement, rarely to natural defect. 
| Therefore it is that the list of neurotic affection known 
tousis indeed small,and attracts but littleattention, But 
these may be more numerous than we suspect or realise, 
for we labour under a great disadvantage in several 
respects in dealing with animals, and more especially in 
| their not being able to describe their feelings by articu- 
late sounds, when suffering from pain or inconvenience ; 
,and also from their being generally under our ob- 
| servation for only very brief periods, during which it is 
'not possible to note everything that might lead us to 
| anything like an accurate notion of what may be amiss— 
‘symptoms of a morbid condition not being always 
| present in the same intensity or form, and our means of 
investigation being generally exceedingly limited and 
imperfect, 

For these reasons it is that the vertiginous disorders 
‘of animals are badly defined, and in the horse more es- 
pecially are usually ascribed to two or three causes—as 
| indigestion, cerebral tumour, or deranged circulation in 
| the nervous system. But the observation of two cases 

which occurred in my own experience, inclines me to the 
belief that animals may suffer from vertigo due to some 
| derangement in the auditory apparatus, similayv to what 
| occurs in man in what is known as “ Meniére’s Disease,” 
or, technically, “ Labyrinthine Vertigo’”’—an affection 
characterised by sudden attacks of giddiness, which are 
preceded or accompanied by noises in one or 
| both ears. 

As described in medical text-books, the commence- 
ment of one of these attacks in a person is marked by a 
sudden buzzing or humming sound in one or both ears 
—usually loudest in one. This is soon followed by 
vertigo, which may be either objective or subjective ; or 
the patient may experience a sensation of falling, 
generally in a forward direction, but sometimes back- 
wards or to one side. The individual reels and clutches 
at neighbouring objects, but rarely falls ; though oc- 
casionally he may do so, or in severe cases may be 
thrown violently to the ground, There is some doubt 
as to whether there is ever loss of consciousness ; if 
there is, it is only momentary, as the patient can 
always give an exact account of his sensation after the 
attack is over. ; . 

The attack usually lasts a few minutes, and passes off 
gradually, leaving the patient deaf and with noises in 
the ears. Towards the end of the seizure he is pale, 
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with a cold, clammy skin, and often experiences nausea, 
or even vomits. Lateral nystagmus is sometimes 
present during the attack, and apparent movement of 
objects from side to side is complained of. Subsequent 
attacks are liable to come on varying intervals, and are 
generally announced by an increase in the tinnitus or 
ear-noise, which is generally more or less present. In- 
deed, a shrieking or a whistling noise isa common pre- 
precursor of an attack. The intervals between the 
seizures gradually become shorter, until the patient is 
_ reduced to a state of permanent vertigo, liable to exacer- 
bation. The deafness gradually becomes more marked 
and tinnitus less observable. In some cases a sponta- 
neous cure is effected when the deafness becomes 
absolute, the vertigo then disappearing. It is stated 
that vertigo, tinnitus, and deafness, when combined 
in one person, generally indicate an affection of the 
auditory labyrinth, either from actual disease-—inflam- 
mation or hcemorrhage—or from disease of the middle 
ear causing pressure on it; but it is also admitted that 
obstruction of the Eustachian tube or of the external 
auditory meatus, as by the accumulation of cerumen, 
may give rise to the same symptoms. 

It must be noted, however, that some medical 
authorities do not regard Meniére’s disease as a severe 
form of Labyrizthine Vertigo, but rather as a distinct 
affection. According to this view, it is characterised 
by asudden and severe attack, such as that just des- 
cribed, in a person who had no previous ear disease. 
The seizure may never recur, and the disturbance is 
nearly always confined to one ear; while the deafness 
is intense. The tinnitus and giddiness diminish or 
cease after the attack, and there is no evidence of 
disease of the middle or external ear. In Labyrinthine 
Vertigo, on the other hand, it is asserted ghat there 1s 
usually pre-existing ear disease and sever@ tinnitus, 
with more or less deafness; the attacks are less sudden 
and more frequent, and the giddiness is mt so great, 
but it is more chronie. Fagge believed ; in true 
Meniére’s disease, there is no affection of the labyrinth 
or cochlea of the ear, but some disturbance of the cen- 
tres for hearing and equilibrium.* 

Diseases of the ear are not common in our patients, 
for with the’exception of the dog and cat, in»which the 
external ear is frequently in a morbid state, we rarely 
have derangements in ‘this organ brought to our notice. 
Yet it is on record that affections of the external ear will 
induce symptoms in the dog and cat, analogous to those 
described as .indicating the existence of Meniére’s 
disease or Labyrinthine Vertigo in manj*4 Mégnin was 
the first, I believe, to direct attention “the fact that 
acariasis of the external ear will often produee epilepti- 
form fits in cats; and Nocard has notice 
result from the same cause in dogs. My fri 
J. Sewell, M.R.C.V.S., informs me that in 
cats very frequently suffer from the presence of a small 
parasite, about the size of an ordinary acamas,in their 
ears, and which sets up such “tremendous” irritation 
that the poor animal will suddenly shake and seratch its 
ears, and when walking will go as if intoxicated, often 
falling on its side. Mr. Sewell has found same 
parasite in dogs’ ears. es 

I could detect nothing of this kind in the eats of the 
horses whose symptoms I will now refer to, and which 
appeared to me to bear so close a resemblance to some 
of those that characterise Meniére’s disease, that I have 
been induced to bring the question before you as to 
whether the equine species suffers from it. The 
affected horse unfortunately cannot describe his sensa- 
tions, and we are therefore ,left in doubt as to whether 
they are the same as in man ; but, judging from appear- 










* Fowler’s Dictionary of Practical Medicine, p. 511. 











ances, we might conclude they are at least somewhat 
similar. 

The first case to which my attention was directed oc- 
curred so long ago as 1865, when stationed with one of 
my old regiments—the 3rd Hussars—at Aldershot. The 
horse—a dark brown gelding, rather old, if I remember 
right—was off-side wheeler in the regimental drag, and 
had been bought at an auction in London. The officer 
who usualy drove the drag asked me to examine the 
horse’s left ear, as he said that when on the road the 
animal began to shake his head and incline it to the left, 
as if a fly had got into the ear and could not be dis- 
lodged. On several occasions the drag had to be stop- 
ped, as ,the horse staggered towards the left side and 
could not go on. On one occasion, when urged to pro- 
ceed, the horse became greatly excited and fell, and it 
was some time before he could be sufficiently recovered 
to bring him home. A carefulscrutiny of the external ear, 
inside and out, could discover nothing to account for 
the symptoms ; the teeth were examined, as well as the 
jugular veins, but they were normal. Another bridle 
was worn, and the horse’s place in the coach changed, 
but all was of no avail, and as the animal gave so much 
trouble, he was sold. The shaking of the head and 
vertigo -were ascribed to Megrims. 

The next case presented itself in a horse of my own, 
when with the Royal! Engineers at Chatham, in 1876, 
The animal was an Irish hunter, seven years old, which 
I drove in double harness, as the hunting season was 
over when I bought him. He ran on the off side, and 
was a showy and steady horse at work. Soon after I 
began driving him, I found he was seized in the same 
way, when on the road, as the other horse had been. 

When going along quietly, he would suddenly give a 
start, become excited, shake his head rapidly and con- 
vulsively towards the left side, carrying it much as a 
horse does when a twitch is severely applied to one of 
its ears, or as if something very irritating had entered 
the ear. At the same time, he pressed against the pole 
on the near side with -such force as to drive the other 
horse off the road into a hedge, and then fell. ‘The 
groom was quickly at his head, and we released him 
from harness. He did not appear unconscious, but 
stupefied, and his eyes moved as if he were much 
startled. In a few seconds he got up, but was so much 
depressed and agitated that we did not put him again 
to the carriage for some time. He would not drink 
water, which was procured from an inn not far off; and 
bathing his head did not appear to benefit him much. 
Next day I made a most particular examination of him, 
but could detect nothing whatever to cause the peculiar 
and alarming symptoms. The condition was not what 


_is commonly known as Megrims, neither was it Epilepsy, 


several well-marked cases of which I had previously seen. 
The horse was otherwise in excellent health and con- 
dition. ; 

He was put under treatment, as it was imagined his 
digestive apparatus might be at fault, and his allowance 
of oats was reduced. But this had no effect, as the next 
time he was driven he exhibited the same symptoms ; 
but he was timeously pulled up, and the groom got to 
his head to support him ; and though he had pushed the 
near side horse across the road, yet he was prevented 
from falling. This occurred several times at intervals 
of a few days. 

Whether he was liable to these attacks in the stable, I 
could not learn, as the groom did not observe them 
there ; and as I did not use him in the saddle, I am in 
doubt as to whether he would show the peculiar symp- 
toms when ridden. At any rate, the condition was so 
alarming, and even dangerous, that I was obliged to dis- 
pose of him, as I could not afford to destroy him and 
make an autopsy, much as I desired to do so. i 

Under the heading of “ Irritation in Horse’s Ear,” 4 
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correspondent to The Field of May 2nd of the present 


year, writes : “Can any of your readers tell me the 
and the best treatment for the above? The Soar 


seven years old, and appears perfectly healthy; but 
about six months ago he first showed signs of irritation 
by shaking his head and putting his near ear down. The 
last month the irritation has increased, and in harness 
now he will stop, shake his head, and twitch his ear 
severely. It more frequently appears when he is 
warmed up, or when meeting a cold wind. When rid- 
ing it affects him just the same, but when I see it coming 
on I rub gently behind the ear, and in a minute or so it | 
passes off. I have tried washing the ear with carbolic 

acid, and have also applied lead liniment. There is 

nothing to be seen, the ear being perfectly clean. A 

local veterinary surgeon has examined him, but can- | 
not detect the cause.’’ The writer subscribes himself | 
“ Puzzled.”’ | 

From the symptoms I have given of Meniére’s disease 
in man, aud those I have detailed as offered by the two 
horses which came under my own personal observation, 
it will be seen’ that there is some reason for assuming 
that animals may be affected with Labyrinthine Vertigo, | 
though what its immediate or remote causes or termina- | 
tion may be in them I cannot say. These certainly | 
were not cases of ordinary vertigo. The sudden ex- | 
citement, as if startled by a loud noise or sharp pain ; 
the persistent and increasing shaking of one ear, inclina- | 
tion of the head on the same side ; the tendency to turn 
round or push to that side; the stupefied and alarmed | 
look, and the falling on that side if not quickly pulled | 
up and supported, are indications that go, as far as is | 
possible in dumb animals, to support the opinion I have | 
ventured to express with regard to the existence of | 
Meniére’s disease in other creatures than man. 

Doubtless many members of the veterinary profession | 
have witnessed such cases and been struck by their 
peculiarity, but I can find no mention of any attempt to 
assimilate them to, or compare them with labyrinthine 
disorder in the human species. Disease of, or derange- 
ment in, the organ of hearing in horses, must be ex 
ceedingly rare, though they are frequent in dogs and | 
cats; and,as has been mentioned, acariasis of the ex- 
ternal ear in these animals occasions symptoms not 
unlike those described. But in the horses I have 
alluded to, *there was nothing whatever discovered to 
account for the attacks to which they are liable. What- 
ever the cause may have been, it was not always in 
operation, as the fits only came on at uncertain periods, 
and, so far as could be ascertained, during work. 

The function of the semicircular canals of the middle 
ear is doubtless closely connected with movement, or the 
consciousness or co-ordination of movement, as Flourens 
long ago demonstrated ; for section of them causes loss 
of eyuilibrium and disturbance of locomotion; and if 
this section is made only in one ear, then the dis- 
turbance in equilibrium aud movement occurs on that 
side. In the cases I have described, if the cause was 
really located in these canals, it may have been variation 
of pressure on the fluid they contain, due to some dis- 
turbance in the blood circulation or modification in the 
temperature or amount of air in the Eustachian | 
tubes. 

However this may be, certain it is that we have here a 
form of vertigo that has not: been, to my knowledge, de- 
scribed ; and whether it is altogether neurotic, and due 
tosome morbid condition of the cerebellum, or is the 
consequence of some derangement in the auditory ap- 
paratus, is a matter for investigation. I cannot think 
that such cases are very rare, and it is possible for some 
one to have the opportunity of making a careful exami- 
nation of a living horse so affected, and to have the 
advantage of a skilfully-carried-out autopsy upon 


| which went on one side, and 
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it, so that we may learn the true pathology of this 
| condion, 

_ With regard to treatment, I am surry to say I cannot 
give any information ; for until we can ascertain the 
cause of the malady, any remedial measures adopted 
must be more or less of an empirical nature. Those 
applied to man cannot be utilised for the horse to the 
same extent. It may be mentioned, however, that 
with man large doses of quinine have appeared to give 


good results. But until we understand the wtiology of 


the malady, we must remain in the dark as to the proper 
means to be prescribed for combating it. 
Discussion, 

Mr. SHEATHER said that he was deeply interested in 
this matter as he was supposed to have suffered from the 
disease, 14 or 15 years ago, himself for about a fortnight, 
but his hearing was now perfect. This led him to make 
inquiries into the disease. He had had about a dozen 
cases in horses. One horse in a drag was attacked and 
upon the team being pulled up it recovered itself, 
Another horse he forced on and he went well, but he 
had attacks about twice a fortnight. One horse, which 
was sent to work in a London cab, had never shown a 
similar symptom since. Another horse had never been 


| attacked since the first or second occasion, but he was 
'now deaf. On several occasionshe had had cases re- 


ported to him about coach horses, and this led him to 


| think that in some measure the disease might be due to 


the digestive organs, for coach-horses worked for a few 
hours only—mostly one hour to 23 in the stable, while 
they were very highly fed and worked hard while they 
were in harness. He had never heard of a saddle horse 
showing the symptoms, nor a short-necked common 
brute, and he thought it probable that the disease might 
be caused when, from a condition of extreme pressure 
and slowness of pulse, a sudden change to an excited 
state occurred, Other horses after coming from the 
stable were mostly walked for some time before they 
were even put into a trot, relieving a certain slowness of 
circulation and allowing the heart to work with increased 
activity. The collar caused a pressure upon the two 
vessels which took the blood to the head, and consequently 
they got two blood-pressures of unequal extent. He had 
done nothing in such cases hitherto but to give a dose of 
physic and put the animal to work again. 

Mr. Raymonp :—Do you say it may be hcemorrhage 
in the labrynth. 

Mr. Sueatuer replied that in a bad case it would be 
hemorrhage, but in a mild case congestion, 

Mr. Raymonp said he had never seen a case of this 
description, unless it was in a pony of his own that 
afternoon. Mr. Sheather said that the disease was 
probably caused by the rupture of a blool vessel into 
the labrynth. If this was so it was a funny thing it 
passed off so quickly. He could not, although he was 
speaking entirely without authority, quite follow Mr, 
Sheather, and his own idea would be that it was more 
likely neuralgia in the ear, Human beings leaned their 
heads on that side which was affected and it was likely 
to be the case with the horse. Neuralgia came on very 
suddenly and passed off very suddenly. Sometimes a 
person may have neuralgia once and never again. 

Mr. Prupames said the disease was known to him 
only that afternoon. Although Mr. Sheather’s theory 
might not be the correct one he thought it was a step 
towards elucidation. It was only in extreme cases that 
the blood vessels gave way, and they were mostly fatal. 
He could not follow out the neuralgic idea, It was very 
rare indeed for a human subject to be attacked only 
once in a lifetime with neuralgia 

Mr. Rogers said he recollected a few years ago 
driving a horse in the neighbourhood of the New Forest 

on his returning, the groom 
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said it must have been a gnat that had got in the ear. 
It was possible, being hot weather, that this was the 
cause. 


Mr. Grecory said the disease was not ordinary | 


megrims, and he had never thought of anything else be- 
ing the cause but indigestion, but he would now take 
care to ascertain the symptoms more clearly. 

Mr. SHEATHER said when the attacks came on the 
horse did not stop, but always went forwards or sideways 
It was four or five minutes before the horse apparently 
recovered in the case which he forced on. 

Mr. Kenpatt said he had seen four or five cases 
similar. He had driven a cob for three years and 
whenever he took it out it would lay its ear down and 
bore on his right side. He had pulled him up and let 
him stand for five minutes and he was allright. He 
gave physic but it was no good. The season of the 

ear made no difference to him. This was a short 
ow-necked and not an arched-necked animal as stated 
by Mr. Sheather. 

The CHareMAN said that it appeared that the symp- 
toms were the same in the human subject as in the 
equine species. He was rather afraid that he and his 
professional brethren had mixed up the disease with 
megrims. Of the eleven cases recorded that night nine 
were on the left side and only twoontheright. He 
well remembered in 1885 having a grey mare which he 
had driven for five months act in such a manner that he 
sold her, and he put that down to megrims. The 
animals after an attack were covered with lather. 

Mr. SHEaTHER :—It runs all over them. 

The CHarrRMAN said that they were taken all at once, 
trembled and ran to the right or forwards, the attack 
lasting about seven or eight minutes. He thought it 
was not owing to the pressure of the harness in the cases 
he had seen. It was a very interesting subject and 
deserved an autopsy. He had known the disease to 
shew itself both in winter and summer, and at all times 
of the night and day. 

Dr. FLEMING in replying said he was glad to hear of 
the case in the saddle horse —his was in a harness horse. 
He sincerely thought the cause was due tv disordered 
digestion, as they would find more cases than existed. 
It was difficult to say if neuralgia existed ‘in animals, 
they could not tell their feelings, but he thought by the 
manner in which the horse carried its head on one side 
certainly shewed that there was a disorder of the ear. 
It was rather an important point as to whether a vet. 
would be liable for damages on the purchase of an 
animal if it shewed symptoms of the disease afterwards, 
but he thought they had much better settle among 
themselves rather than argue it in the law courts, 
(Hear, hear.) 

A vote of thanks was unanimously passed to Dr. 
Fleming for his paper. 

Mr. Raymonp tendered his thanks to the meeting 
for his election to the Council. 

Morbid specimens were submitted by Mr. Raymonp 
and Mr. Rogerson. 

A vote of thanks to the 


Chairman closed the 








THE CENTRAL 
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The usual monthly meeting was held at the First 
Avenue Hotel, Holborn, on Monday, 4th June, when 
there were present Mr. F. G. Sampson, President, in the 
chair, and Messrs. W. F. Barrett, H. W. Caton, M. 
Clark, W. Hunting, F. C. Mahon, W. Roots, F. Ray- 
mond, J. Rowe, W. Willis, F. W. Wragg; Visitors, 


J. Kettle, H. Kidd, A. Leather. 





The Secretary, Mr. H. G. Rogers, wrote, stating that 
he was still unwell and unable to attend. His place 
was taken, protem., by Mr. Roots, who read letters 
from Messrs. A.Prudames and Henry Withers, expressing 
their inability to attend the meeting. 

A letter was next read from Mr. J. V. Poor, Hon. 
secretary of the Organising Committee of the Seventh 
International Congress of Hygiene and Demography. 
The writer said the Committee were desirous of obtain- 
ing the co-operation of veterinary societies of the 
United Kingdom. He also expressed the hope that the 
Society would appoint delegates to attend a meeting in 
August next, and he was to add that any donation they 
might grant towards the fund for defraying the heavy 
expenses would be thankfully received. Mr. Roots, at 
the request. of the Chairman, read the programme 
affecting the veterinary profession. 

Mr. Raymonp said he did not know whether it would 
be necessary to make a donation because it seemed to 
him that the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had 
really done very well by the Congress. If individual 
members could join he thought it would be a good thing 
He himself certainly intended to join. 

Mr. Wraae took it that every man who wished to join 
must subscribe something like a guinea. Perhaps Mr. 
Hunting could give them some information. 

Mr. Huntine said a man became a member on pay- 
ment of £1. 

Mr. Roots said that would be considered apart from 
any individual subscription. 

Mr. Raymonp then moved “ That this Society acknow- 
ledges the receipt of the programme of the Seventh 
International Congress of Hygiene and Demography, 
and suggests that members should support this Congress 
by attending.” Mr. Wraae seconded the resolution, 
which was carried. 

The following gentlemen were next unanimously 
elected members of the Society: Messrs. Jno. A. W. 
Dollar, 56 New Bond Street ; Geo. Lansley, The Towers, 
Richmond; G. H. Pickwell, 5a Shepherd Street, May- 
fair; Arthur Moore, Bromley. 

The CHarRMAN then said they weuld proceed to the 
election of Mr. A. Broad and Mr. Sidney Villar as 
Fellows of the Society. He said at the last Council 
meeting it was unanimously agreed to recommend this 
election in consideration of the services of those gentle- 
men as secretaries, services which were carried out so 
efficiently and well. The two gentlemen named were 
unauimously elected Honorary Fellows. 

There being no morbid specimens, Mr. Hunting was 
called on to read his paper. 


SPRAINS OF LIGAMENTS AND TENDONS. 
By W. Huntinea, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. Hwntine said the word “ paper’’ was a mistake. 
He was only going to introduce the subject for discus- 
sion. There were a few points to which he wished to 
draw their attention, and on which he should like to 
extract their experience. He did not know whether it 
was that he had been so long from college that he had 
forgotten his pathology, but he was always a little 
nervous in the presence of younger men when speaking 
of pathological matters. One never quite knew whether 
one was carrying coals to Newcastle, whether giving 
information or displaying ignorance when one talked to a 
lot of men recently come from college. Therefore}he 
hoped they would excuse him if in speaking of the 
causes of sprains he told them what they knew perfectly 
well. It had always seemed to him that the cause of 
sprains as stated in books—that it was the overstretch- 
ing of the ligament, from over-extension of the bones, was 
hardly sufficient. This implied that in the ordinary 
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movement of the joint the ligaments of that joint were 
extended to their fullest degree—that in fact the bone 
was extended on the bone above it as far as it could go 
at each step. He did not believe that in normal action 
the ligaments of the body were ever stretched at all. 
He did not believe that in normal action a joint was 
ever fully extended or fully flexed. Motion was carried 
nearly to that extent, but the whole weight of the body 
and the whole relative position of the limbs were pre- 
served by the muscles. When a horse was in progression 
the segments of his limb were extended or flexed by the 
muscles, and so long as all the movements of the mus- 
cles in front and behind acted co-ordinately so long the 
white fibrous tissues never came into action at all, and 
never sustained any weight. It was only when the 
muscles failed to act that the white fibrous tissues were 
stretched, and whenever they were stretched they were 
more or less strained. In human surgery a sprain was 
the result of a slip. In the case of horses they could 


not always trace the slip, but it was undoubtedly always | 
| once effusion had taken place, once the sprain had ex- 


a slip that was the cause. A sprain arose when from 
some cause or other the muscles failed to act co-ordin- 


ately. So long as aman was walking on a level pave-| 


ment he could talk to a friend or shut his eyes—his 
legs moved automatically, and he never made a mis- 


take—but if he walked over a kerb, he either sprained | 


his ankle or experienced a severe jerk. Why?! So long 
as the pavement remained level the muscles acted auto- 
matically—they moved each bone a certain degree, and 
the whole mechanism went smoothly, but when the 
level of the ground-surface was altered the muscles con- 
tinued to act in accordance with the requirements of a 
different plane, and weight was thrown upon the joints 
unprepared to sustain it. 
disposing causes of sprain. When did they mostly 
occur! When the animal was upon slippery ground 
where its muscles could not co-ordinate, or sometimes 
when a horse was making a fool of himself coming 
kicking fresh out the stable; they occurred at the 
beginning of the hunting season when horses were out 
of condition, also when tired at the end of a long run, 
and the tired muscles did not properly co-ordinate. He 
thought the whole argument seemed to prove that he 
was not far off the mark when he said that sprain of the 
white fibrous tissues of the body was always due to 
some want of co-ordination of the muscles. They 
found, too, that horses were predisposed to sprain from 
conformation. A horse with long legs was more liable 
to sprain than a horse with shorter bones, and he held 
the reason to be that the longer the lever, the more 
strain upon the muscles, and the sooner they got tired. 
There was a practical question on which he should like 
to hear the opinion of the meeting, and that was the 
liability to sprain in various kinds of horses. How was 
it that in heavy draft horses sprains seemed to be more 
commonly found just below the knee than in any other 
part, whereas in fast horses sprain was much more fre 
quently near the fetlock, often on one of the branches 
of the suspensory ligament? If it was a fact there 
must be some explanation, either in the work of the 
animal or its conformation. 
Sprains of ligaments were very much the same in their 
pathology and nature, as sprains of tendons. In the 
horse all tendons usually sprained were in sheaths, and a 
tendon in a sheath was always a more serious subject of 
sprain than a tendon without a sheath. They had— 
serous membranes lining the sheath ; there was a greater 
tendency to effusion ; and there was rupture of the little 
attaching bands that run pass the tendon to the sheath. 
Another thing we noticed in practice—uo matter how 
slight the sprain was it is always a serious matter, it was 
& much more serious matter than a clean cut. In his 
experience if the back tendons of the front leg were cut 
in two they would heal more rapidly, and heal more per- 
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| very commencement. 
fore-leg treated, by a man who was not a veterinary 
| surgeon, with cotton wool and a tight bandage, 
| put on shortly after the sprain occurred. 


Let them consider the pre- | 
| this pressure was very good indeed. 


| He was inclined to think that the same reasonin 
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manently than a sprain of apparently only a slight de- 
gree. 

Now the important question was about the treatment 
of sprains; might there be any improvement in their 
treatment! He took it that all men who thought about 
their cases at all did not treat them by line and rule. 
It made a lot of difference in the measures they adopted 
according to the time they saw the sprain, that is to say, 
according to the changes that had taken place in the 
part. At the very commencement of sprain, before much 
inflammation had been established and before much effu- 
sion had taken place, he thought cold water with per- 


| haps some ice, or a refrigerated lotion was indicated, Cold 


water irrigation continued for a day or two kept down 
the inflammation and prevented the graver changes in 
tissues of the part. But when a sprain had existed a 
few hours and effusion had taken place, he believed cold 
water-was a bad thing. No amount of cold water would 
prevent more effusion. The effect of the cold water 
would be to prevent absorption. He should say that 


isted for two or three hours, hot water constantly ap- 
plied was a better treatment than cold. There was a 
plan of treatment which he wished to theorise upon a 
little. He had only had experience of it on one oc- 
casion, therefore he only offered it as possibly worth 
more consideration--and that was pressure from the 
He had seen the tendon of the 


It was 
He did not 
come in until it had been treated some time, and there- 


| fore might have thought that it was a graver sprain than 


Certainly the effect of the treatment by 
If they had a ten- 
don sprained and inflamed, one of the worst things to 


it really was. 


| deal with was the large amount of effusion. _ The more 


rest they could give it, the more they could prevent the 
movement of the parts, and the svoner they brought 


' some pressure to bear, the less effusion they would have, 


It did not matter, he thought, whether the tissue was 
hard or soft, it required very much the same principle 
in treatment. If they got a broken bone the sooner 


they got it into a fixed apparatus the better—the less 


effusion they had the less the size of the temporary callus. 
held 
good, he would not say in a rupture, but a partial rup- 
ture of tendon. The sooner they could fix it and pre- 
vent its moving the better. ; 

Supposing the acute stage of the sprain had passed 
off, what was the best thing todo! The usual treat- 
ment was blistering or firing. He wanted to know 
whether the opinion of this meeting was that blistering 
or firing was best! whether they were any good at all / 
whether the old fashioned charge or firm plaster put 
over the parts was not quite as good as either of them | 
Experience was very difficult to compare—even one's 
own cases presented so much variety, and one did not 
make notes as one ought to do It was not safe to say 
that because «a horse recovered that was fired and 
another that was blistered did not recover that therefore 
the firing was better than the blistering. He lately 
had adopted with slight sprains—sprains of the sus- 
pensory ligaments and also the back tendon —the 
following treatment in place of either blistering 
or firing. Wherever he could get some months 
of rest, he had waited until he had got rid of all 
acute symptoms—until there was no inflammation oe 
the reparatory process had set 1n— and then he app ~ 
a charge as follows : he fixed a firm strong piece 0 
cloth round the limb using 4s adhesive material a mix- 
ture of cobbler’s wax and Prout’s elastic glue four 
parts wax and one part glue. He had had extremely 
good results ; at any rate he had been so satisfied with 
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the treatment that he intended to continue it further 
As to firing, the question was discussed, as they knew’ 


# month or two since as an abusive article in Truth. 


No, it was not discussed—the individual who wrote it 
knew all about it, knew exactly whether it was good or 
bad, knew exactly its action, the exact pathology of the 
parts operated upon, and summed up the whole question 
as altogether wrong because human surgeons had given 
up firing. 
gery had not given up firing—perhaps in some chronic 
' diseases of the joints it was more and more used. He 
also begged the question in saying that because the 
human surgeons had given up firing therefore their 
plan was the best. It was quite certain that veteri- 
narians often had a tremendous sprain in a horse and 
that their treatment was active and heroic. It was 
equally certain that the horse got sound and went to 
work, whereas the other line of treatment often left him 
lame for ayear. He could not makeup his mind positively 
whether firing was good or bad, whether it was useful or 
not useful ; but the fact of its being in existence so 
long was xn argument in its favour. There were few 
things pr.ctised 100 years that had not some foundation 
as common sense and fact at the bottom of them. This 
was rather a spasmodic opening, but probably he had 
offered them a few pegs on which to hang their ex- 
perience, or to give him their correction. (Applause.) 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


. The work of the session at this institution terminated 
on 22nd May. 

Medals granted by the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland ; the late Professor Allen Thomson, 
of London ; Mr, Thomas Campbell, F.R.C.V.S., Kirk- 
eudbright ; and Principal M’CaJl; and certificates of 
merit were awarded in the different branches jof study 
as follows, viz. :— 

Horse Pathology (Written Examination).—Silver 
medal—Stuart C. Pottie. First-class certificates—J. A. 
Gilruth, Randolph Campbell, and Wm. Marshall. 
Second-class certiticates—J.A. Jordan, Arch, Campbell, 
and James Forrest. 

Cattle Pathology (Written Examinations).—Silver 
medal—J. A. Gilruth. First-class certificates—S. C. 
Pottie, Randolph Campbell, and William Marshall. 
Second-class certificates—J. Douglas, James Forrest, and 
J.A. Jordan. 

Morbid Anatomy (Written Examination).—First- 
class certificates—J. A. Gilruth, 8, C. Pottie. and J. A. 
Jordan. Second-class certificates—Randolph Campbell 
and John Neill. 

Practical examination of Horses as to age, soundness, 
operations, &c.,—Gold medal by Principal M’Call—J. A. 
Jordan. 

Practical Examination of Cattle and Sheep as to age, 
soundness, operations, &c.—Gold medal by Mr. Camp- 
bell—J. A. Jordan. 

Senior Anatomy.—(Silver mredal)—James Furniss. 
First-class certificates—A. M’Nairn and W. Dawson. 


Second-class_ certificates — D. Lochhead and OD. 
Hamilton. 
Physivlogy.—(Silver medal)—W. Dawson.  First- 


class certificates—James Furnis and George Irvine. 
Second-class certificates—D. Lochhead, D. Hamilton, A. 
Crabb, and A. M’ Nairn. 

Best Professional Examination in Anatoumy.—(Gold 
medal by the late Professur Allen Thomson) — A. 
Crabb. 


The writer did not know that human sur- | 





Junior Anatomy.—(Silver medal)—R. Moore. First- 
class certificate J. Magee and J. Paton. Second- 
class certificates—D. wares | and H. O. Boyle. 

Chemistry.—(Silver m —J. Paton. First-class 
certificates—J. Magee, R. Moore, and D. Stirling. 
Second-class certificates—H. Davies, H. M’Cartney, 
J. Kerrigan, S. B. Clode, J. Steel, and W. L. 
Webster. 

Botany.—Silver medal—J. Magee. _ First-class certi- 
ficates—J. Paton and J. Moore. Second-class certifi- 
cates—D. Stirling, W. L. Webster, S. B. Clode, and A. 
M’ Dougal. 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics.—Silver medal— 
John Neill. First-class certificate—F. Barton. Second- 
class certificate—Stewart C. Pottie. 

Principal M’Call’s bursary of £20, or a gold medal 
the value of that amount, for the student who attained 
the highest aggregate marks in his first and second 
professional examinations before the Board of Examiners 
was awarded to Alexander M’ Nairn. 


PASSAGE or tar BACILLUS or TUBER SULOSIS 
‘prom tHE MOTHER ro vue FETUS. 


Birch-Hirschfeld and Schmorl have put on record 
a case which they claim is the first in which it has 
been proved that in the human subject tubercle 
bacilli pass from the mother to the fostus. The 
patient was a young woman who, shortly after the 
commencement of her first pregnancy, began to show 
signs of phthisis; these gradually became more 
marked, and she succumbed at the seventh month of 
her pregnancy. Immediately after the death of the 
mother the foetus was removed by Cesarean section. 
The ‘necropsy on the mother showed abundant - 
evidence of phthisis ; not only in the lungs, but in 
other organs, tuberculosis was detected. Although 
the foetus had been alive shortly before the death of 
the mother, it was dead when it was removed. The 
chest was at once opened, but there was nothing 
noteworthy about the lungs. The foetus was then 
taken to the laboratory. the surface of the abdomen 
was washed with perchloride of mercury, and the 
cavity was opened with sterilised knives. No 
tubercules could be seen on any of the organs. 
Minute pieces of the liver, the spleen, and the 
kidney were placed in the abdominal cavity of two 
guinea-pigs and a rabbit with all antiseptic pre- 
cautions. One of the guinea-pigs died in fourteen 
days, and tubercles were found in different parts of 
the abdominal cavity. The second one was killed 
about six weeks after inoculation, as it was clearly 
ill, and many tubercles were found in the peritone- 
al cavity. ‘The rabbit lived three months ; on its 
death many tubercles were found in the liver and 
the lung. ‘Tubercle bacilli were found in the um- 
bilical cord and the blood of the umbilical vein. 
Brit. Med. Journal. 











TRANSMISSION OF TUBERCULOSIS TO 
ANIMALS. 

M. Guinard refers to a habit which, according to 
him, prevails among the peasantry in certain parts 0 
France, of giving cattle water to drink which has 
been used for the household washing. He mentions 
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acase which came under his notice in which the | « ipping 
cows of a farm in the department of the Loire thers th, : agg ay ue pe 8 — pin pee 
apr et bay ‘al ram Tia ae — - impress upon you the importance and necessity 
A 8 Y|of at once defining the cattle space upon ocean 
copious expectoration, had been washed. This| steamers. and thus mut an d to th 
suggested to M. Guinard the possibility of tuber- nncertaint that at sod lat i his pernteag 
culosis being transmitted from the human to the| We beg * aay that a aan a eae’ ae 
pi, - apr me and he proceeded to| standard size of space should be 2 ft. 8 in. by 
xp ents to test the point. Having soiled | 8 ft. clear, it being understood that five stockers 
some linen with tuberculous material. he had it| can be placed m a stall of four standard i 
washed in water in the ordinary way. On February pemee jose 
7th, 1891, he inoculated one rabbit and eight guinea- , 
pigs, in the connective tissue, with this water. On Conviction under the V.S. Act. 
the 18th two of the latter died, but on post-mortem | At Woodbridge Petty Sessions, on Wednesilay, 
examination they presented no definite signs of|3rd June, 1891, before Major General Hessey 
tubercle, but only pericarditis and pleurisy with| (Chairman) Major Howey, W. N. Waller, Esgq., 
false membranes, which M. (iuinard considered to|J. B. Hart, Esq., and H. F. Harwood, Esq. 
be due to the action of the microbe observed by MM, | Aaron James Leggett, of Grundisburgh, was char- 
Rodet and Courmont in their experiments on tuber- | ged under Section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ 
culosis. On February 22nd the rabbit died with a| Act, 1881, with taking and using the title Veteri- 
swelling in the thigh but no tubercle. On February | 0#Ty Surgeon, without his being qualified to do so, 
23rd and 24th two guinea-pigs died with numerous| J. J. King (Ipswich), instructed by Mr. Thatcher, 
distinct tuberculous lesions. In March another | Solicitor to the College, prosecuted on behalf of the 
guinea-pig died tuberculous. Up to the date of | Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Defendant 
report, the remaining guinea-pigs continued to all | pleaded not guilty, saying that he had been a 
appearance healthy. M. Guinard thinks the Sect | Veterinary Surgeon for 28 years. Mr. King put 
that in three cases the inoculation produced tuber- 





in the register of the Royal College of Veterinary 


culosis sufficient to prove that the disease may be | Surgeons, from which it appeared that the de- 
transmitted in the way indicated, and that the | fendant’s name was not included either in the list of 
practice of giving cattle water to drink which has | Members of the College or that of registered prac- 
been used to wash linen fouled with tuberculous | titioners. There was, however, the name of “ J. 


_ sputum is one to be carefully avoided. | A. Leggett, Regents Park Road, London.” in the 
: Brit. Med. Journal. | latter list, and this the defendant asserted, was 


meant for him, as his proper name was James Aaron 
Leggett ; the address being an error. Evidence 
Mr. Chaplin and the Transatlantic Cattle Trade. | having been adduced as to the defendant's prac- 
The bill relating to the Transatlantic cattie trade | tising as a Veterinary Surgeon the Magistrates con. 
shortly to be introduced by Mr. Chaplin will, it is | victed, fining him £5, and £1 1s, costs, in default 
understood, empower the Board of Agriculture to | °f distress, one month's hard labour. 
hold inquiries into the loss of cattle at sea in the | ~ ; _ 
— way as the Board of Trade are now enabled to 
old inquiries in connection with shipwrecks. The ; 
measure, which will consist of two or three clauses , CORRESPONDENCE. 
only. will probably contain a provision making clear 
the title of the authorities to prevent the landing of BOTANY—TEACHING AND EXAMINING. 
diseased cattle from foreign vessels at British ports. ‘ 
od alae alee agtiag Meena, sredb d Will you, through the medium of your widely circulated 
, ‘ die | paper, permit me to state some facts with regard to the 
cattle trade, stating their objections to certain of the teaching of Botany at the College. At the examination 
recommendations of the Departmental Committee. | which I had at Red Lion Square, for the whole quarter 
and arrangements are being made for a deputation | of an hour, I had nothing shown me but fresh specimens 


to wait upon the right hon. gentleman at an early | and was asked what they were and how I recognised them. 
Of these [ am absolntely certain that one half (rather 


—— | more if anything) had never been given us by our teacher. 
I did very well in a — een eoar eatin 
|learnt thoroughly what had beer taugh ; Co " 
Caney op Sayheare. but I was “spun ”’ in Botany. 
The Cattle shippers of the Dominion, learning Idon’t A call anything whatever against our teacher 
that there is a movement among steamship men | or —— as a rear omg a men ah 
y i ‘ide for eac Yr ard for us and did every g : 
of ried tee J oe Aire ee bes om a But cannot our examining: board give a more de- 
i V ‘ 6 Ae ear , | finite syllabus of what they require ; there could be no 
putation to the Federal Government claiming that ossible harm in giving a detailed syllabus of the plants 
2 ft. Sin. is the narrowest space in which cattle Thich students are required to know, and it would cer- 
can lie down, and that, unlike horses, they can-/| tainly prevent a man who had conscienciously worked 
not rest standing. The following petition las | being stopped, Your obedient servant, ; 
also been sent to the Minister of Agriculture :—’ Disaustep. 


= 
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THE FELLOWSHIP AND THE PROPOSED 
CHARTER. 

Dear Sir, ‘ 
The old saying of “giving an inch and taking an ell,”’ 
applies very truly to those who ‘have made a dead set 
against the Fellowship degree. At first the opponents 
felt their way, and wanted members of the profession 
alike with those who held the Fellowship degree to have 
an equal footing in connection with Council matters ; 
to this alteration I should have no objection. Then they 


attention. The case was diagnosed as “ twisted gut ” of 


| which the animal died, as was verified by post-mortem. 


' crept a little farther, and wanted all alike to have a seat | 


on the Examining Board, to which I strongly object, as 
those who have not sufficient ability or energy to obtain 
the Fellowship degree by examination are not fit persons 
to have a seat at the examining table. 

We now hear it mooted by one or two persons that 
the Fellowship degree should be bestowed on some 
members of the profession without examination—a 
proceeding which would be unsatisfactory to the mem- 
bers generally and unjust to the present holders of the 
Fellowship. I should recommend those Fellows who 
prize the degree, as also those members who intend 
taking it at some future time, to do all they can to pre- 
vent it from being deteriorated by a simpler or easier 


way of obtaining it than is adopted at the present time. | 


We must wait awhile, and see what the forthcoming 
Charter consists of, and if there is any clause which 
interferes with the just rights of the Fellows—other 
than the willing sacrifice of their monopoly in the Council 
chamber—then a course of proceedings must be adopted 
to obviate the matter. We must all use our utmost 
influcnce with members of Parliament either through a 
personal interview or correspondence, and lay before 
them anything we consider unjust or unsatisfactory, 
and urge them to oppose the Charter so long as it con- 
tains anything prejudicial to the interest of. the 
F.R.C.V.S. as at present enjoyed.—Yours truly, 
J USTITIA. 





A HARD CASE. 
Dear Sir, 

In this blessed and highly privileged country of ours 
there are few bodies of men, from our great Masonic 
Brotherhood downwards, who cannot boast, and that 
justly, of the sympathy, solicitude, and material assis- 
tance they bestow upon the widows and families of their 
deceased members ; and what greater tribute of respect 
can they pay to the memory of the departed than by 
thus fostering aud helping those who were near and 
dear to him to struggle and battle against their sad and 
bereaved condition. 

Not far from here there lived and practiced a worthy 
aud highly respected member of the profession. Several 
years ago he died, leaving a widow and young family to 
mourn his loss. Mrs. always took the greatest 
interest in her husband’s patients, and when left she 
thought and trusted, with proper assistance, to be able 
to carry on the business for the support of herself and 
bringing up of her family. She employed a member of 
the Royal College of Veterinaay Surgeons to manage 
for her; but, sir, it is too notorious a fact how de- 
plorably incompetent some of these young men are. 
Mrs. found it so, and from the sheer incapacity of 
her assistant the practice all but disappeared. When in 
this state of collapse, and almost in despair, she engaged 
the services of an unqualified assistant, who, fortunately 
for her, was a man of considerable experience, and by 
whose energy and ability her practice gradually re- 
covered, and she has been enabled to carry it on, to 
support herself and family for some years. — 

A short time ago a horse suffering from “ Gripes ” was 
brought to her establishment. Jt had every care and 




















Mrs. then received a peremptory letter from 
the owner, stating that as she did not employ a 
veterinary surgeon she must send him a cheque for £70, 
the price of the horse, within a week or proceedings 
would be taken against her. She replied that she was 
sorry to receive such a letter. The horse had every 
attention and care; her assistant was a man of ex- 
perience and most successful with his cases; the animal 
died from “ twisted gut,’’ which all the veterinary sur- 
geons and medicine in London could not cure; that if 
he still felt aggrieved, which she thought he had no 
right to be, rather than be dragged into the uncertainty 
of a lawsuit, which she could not afford, she was willing 
to put the case into the hands of two respectable veter- 
inary surgeons for arbitration, and abide by their 
decision. She then received the following : “ Unless you 
send cheque in two days I shall instruct my solicitor to 
take proceedings to recover the money. I am acting by 
the advice of the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Now, I would ask, was this advice given in his private 
or public capacity ? 

In either case it was most improper but if he advised 
officially then the Royal College at once becomes re- 
sponsible for this prosecution (I ought to say “ persecu- 
tion’) by aiding and abetting what may be the means 
of bringing the widow, and family of a late M.R.C.V.S., 
to utter ruin. 

Should this scandalous vexatious case be ever brought 
into Court, it is to be hoped there are many gentlemen 
in the profession who would consider it a duty to rally 
round and support with their evidence etc., this woman 
in her trouble, to whom, surely, their is great credit due 
for carrying on to the support of herself and family, her 
late husband’s practice for so many years, against all the 
opposition, strife, worry and difficulties connected with 
a Veterinary Establishment. Homo. 

‘We publish this letter with only one regret--that the 
writer should have assumed that our Secretary should have 
acted as surmised. We arecertain that he would do nothing 
of the kind. If the rest of the facts are as stated,any num- 





| ber of witnesses will assist the widow to show that no negli- 


gence has taken place, and of course, without negligence 
no action lies. Ep.} 


To Messrs. H. & W. Browy, 


GENTLEMEN,—I wrote you on the 26th of May last, 
asking and enclosing stamps for, two copies of an edition 
of the Veterinary Record which would contain a list of 
the Students who were successful at the Examinations 
held in London last month in connection with the Royal 
Veterinary College. So far, no notice whatever has been 
taken of my letter, p2rhaps you have not published, and 
intend not to publish, an edition containing the news I 
require. If such is the case I think you might either 
have returned me the stamps, or informed me of your 
intentions.—Yours very faithfully, 


[The above is one of several similar letters to hand, but as 
we only received the copies of the lists from the Secretaries 
three days ago, our correspondents must see that there has 
been no delay on our part. Orders for this copy were filed 
together for early attention, but we could not see our way 
to writing an explanation of the delay to each applicant, and 
the only alternative was to forward as soon as we publish 
the lists. H. & W. B.) 


Communications, Boors, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
J. Pollock, J. B. White, J. A. Bull, C. C. Hoadley, T. P. 
Hounsell, “Justitia,” ‘‘Homo,” ‘Sheffield Daily Tele- 
graph.” 





